Will/shall (1)

We use Il (= I will) when we decide to do something at the time of speaking:
e Oh, I've left the door open. I'll go and shut it. o ’
e “What would you like to drink?’ Il have an orange juice, please.
e ‘Did you phone Ruth?’ ‘Oh no, I forgot. I'll phone her now.’

You cannot use the present simple (1 do /I go etc.) in these sentences:
e T'll go and shut the door. {nof ‘I go and shut’)

We often use I think I'll... and I don’t think T'lL..:
@ I feel a bit hungry. I think I'll have something to eat.
e 1don’t think T'll go out tonight. I'm too tired.

In spoken English the negative of will is usually won’t (= will not}:
e I can see you're busy, so I won’t stay long.

d to do (see Units

Do ot use will to talk about what you have already decided or arrange

19-20): O ,
® I’m going on holiday next Saturday. (not Tl go’)
e Are you working tomorrow? (rot ‘will you work’)

We often use will in these situations:

Offering to do something ‘ ,
e That bag looks heavy. I'll help you with it. (rot ‘1 help’)

Agreeing to do something . . o
® A: You know that book I lent you. Can 1 have it back if you've finished with it?
g Of course. I'll give it to you this afternoon. (not ‘1 give’)

Promising to do something ' ‘ ’
® Thanks for lending me the money. I'll pay you back on Friday. (not ‘I pay’)

e [ won't tell anyone what happened. I promise.

Asking somebody to do something (Will you...2)
e Will you please be quiet? I'm trying to concentrate.
e Will you shut the door, please?

You can use won’t to say that somebody refuses to do something:

® T've tried to advise her but she won't listen. (= she refuses to listen)

e g % 2
® The car won’t start. | wonder what’s wrong with it. (= the car ‘refuses’ to start)

Shall I...?> Shall we...?
Shall is used mostly in the questions shall I...? / shall we...?

We use shall I...? / shall we...? to ask somebo ]
© Shall T open the window? (= do you want me to open the window?)

® T've got no money. What shall I do? (= what do you suggest?)
® ‘Shall we go?’ Just a minute. ['m not ready yet.
e Where shall we go this evening?

Compare shall I...? and will you...?:

® Shall I shut the door? (= do you want me to shut it?)
e Will you shut the door? (= I want you to shut it)

willishal (2) > [fiEZd 1 will and 'm going to funir 23

dy’s opinion (especially in offers or suggestions):

EXERCISES

21.1 Complete the sentences with Yl + a suitable verb.

1 I'm too tired ro walk home. I think ..Ill.get  a taxi.

2 “It’s a bit cold in this room.” ‘I it? o on the heating then.’

3 ‘We haven’t got any milk.”  “Oh, haven’t we? . and get some.’

4 ‘Do you want me to do the washing-up?” ‘No, it’s AIBEEhE, s it

5 T don’t know how to use this computer.” “OK, . you.’

6 “Would you like tea or coffee?” ‘i coffee, please.’

7 ‘Goodbye! Have a nice holiday.”  “Thanks. . you a postcard.’

8§ Thank you for lending me your camera. ... it back to you on
Monday, OK?

9 ‘Are you coming with us?”  No, I ThINK oo here.’

21.2  Read the situations and write sentences with 1 think IlL... or I don’t think I'll... .
1 It’s a bit cold. You decide to close the window. You say: L think Il close the witdow. .
2 You are feeling tired and it’s quite late. You decide to go to bed. You say:

ot R seceescssmeesmnns eSS s G s s ssssnsmnssones s
3 A friend of yours offers you a lift in his car but you decide to walk. You say:

THANK YOU DUT oo oeverreevesimrecresssmssssssss st st e
4 You arranged to play tennis today. Now you decide that you don’t want to play. You say:

L O THIEK 1ovvoseo e eee oo eessioecee s ssr e A b
S You were going to go swimming. Now you decide that you don’t want to go.

21.3  Which is correct? (If necessary, study Units 19-20 first.)

1 ‘Did you phone Ruth?’ ‘Oh no, I forgot. Iphosne / Ill phone her now.” (I'll phone is correct)
2 1 can’t meet you tomorrow afternoon. I'm playing / Eli-play tennis. (I'm playing is correct)

3 I meet / I’ll meet you outside the hotel in half an hour, OKz’ “Yes, that’s fine.’
4

‘I need some money.” ‘OK, I'm lending / T'll lend you some. How much do you need?’

5 ’m having / I'll have a party next Saturday. I hope you can come.

6 ‘Remember to buy a newspaper when you go out.” ‘OK. ] don’t forget / I won’t forget.’
~ What time does your train leave / will your train leave tomorrow?

8 1 asked Sue what happened but she doesn’t tell / won’t tell me.
9
0
1

‘Are you doine / Will vou do anything tomorrow evening?” ‘No, I'm free. Why?’
I don’t want to go out alone. Do you come / Will you come with me?
It’s a secret between us. 1 promise Ldon’t tell /1 won’t tell anybody.

1
1

21.4  What do you say in these situations? Write sentences with shall 1...? or shall we...?

1 You and a friend want to do something this evening but you don’t know what. You ask your
friend. .. What shall we do this evening?.

2 You try on a jacket in a shop. You are not sure whether to buy it or not. You ask a friend for
U s ————_NIITI N it?

3 It’s Ann’s birthday next week. You want to give her a present but you don’t know what. You
ask 2 friend FOr AAVICE. WRAL ... ieesssssssisssissssis s e e s

4 You and a friend are going on holiday together but you haven’t decided where. You ask

1y T —————————— s B SR el

§ You and a friend are going out. You haven’t decided whether to go by car or to walk. You i

ASK HIMIRETs oot s I e e P RS A 50 SE12
6 Your friend wants you to phone later. You don’t know what time to phone. You ask

BT s sssonssesssnsesomaetmavsansesmesssapsmmes FERIHTR I e e i ey s s psanseansd HF R st




UNIT

23

A

| will and I’'m going to

Furture actions
Study the difference between will and going to:

will (’1l): We use will when we decide to
do something at the time of speaking. The
speaker has not decided before. The party
is a new idea.

Sue is talking to Helen:

That’s a great idea.
we’ll invite lots of people.

(Let’s have a party.

decision
now

ria.. >

past now

future

going to: We use (be) going to when we
have already decided to do something.
Helen had already decided to invite lots of
people before she spoke to Dave.

Later that day, Helen meets Dave:

Sue and I have decided to have a party.
We’re going to invite lots of people.

decision
before

|
—T'm going to... >

past now future
Compare:
@ ‘Geotge phoned while you were out.”  ‘OK. I’ll phone him back.’
butr ® ‘George phoned while you were out.” “Yes, I know. I'm going to phone him back.’
® ‘Ann isin hospital” ‘Oh really? I didn’t know. I'll go and visit her.’
but © ‘Annisin hospital.” “Yes, I know. I'm going to visit her tomorrow.’

Future happenings and situations (predicting the future)

Sometimes there is not much difference between will and going to. For example, you can say:
e 1 think the weather will be nice later.
® I think the weather is going to be nice later.

When we say ‘something is going to happen’, we know (or think) this because of the situation

now. For example:
® Look at those black clouds. It’s going to rain. (ot ‘it will rain’ — we can see the clouds

nou)

e I feel terrible. I think 'm going to be sick. (rot ‘I think T'll be sick’ ~ 1 feel terrible now )

Do not use will in situations like these. (See also Unit 20C.)

In other situations, it is safer to use will:
® Tom will probably arrive at about 8 o’clock.
o Ithink Ann will like the present we bought for her.

I'm going to — [T will -~ [EINAEA

23.1

23.2

EXERCISES

Complete the sentences using will ('ll) or going to.

1 A: Why are you turning on the television?
B: ..I'm acing to watch . the news. (I/'watch)
2 A: Oh, I've just realised. I haven’t got any money.
B: Haven't you? Well, don’t worry. .. you some. (I/lend)
3 A: I've got a headache.
B: Have you? Wait there and ... ; .. an aspirin for you. (I/get)
4 A: Why are you fillmg that bucket Wlth waterp
B: .. the car. (I/wash)
5 A I’ve decided to repaint this room.
B: Oh, have you? What colour ... . ... it? (you/paint)
6 A: Where are you gomgD Are you gonng shoppmg>
B: Yes, .. wrrcercennn. sOmething for dinner. (Ubuy)
7 a: Idon't know how to use thls camera.
B: It’s quite easy. . .. you, (I/show)
8§ A: What would you llke to eat‘
Bl sumemsmmesm ... a sandwich, please. (I’have)
9 A: Did you post that letter for meD
B: Oh, I’'m sorry. I completely forgot. = ... it now. (I/do)
10 A: The ceiling in this room doesn’t look very safe, does n:‘
B: No, it looks as if ... . .. down. (it/fall)
11 A: Has George dec1ded what to do when he leaves school?*
B: Oh, yes. Everythmg is planned . a holiday for a few weeks

and then ... .a computer programmmg course. (he/have, he/do)

Read the situations and complete the sentences using will (’ll} or going to.

1

The phone rings and you answer. Somebody wants to speak to Jim.

cALLER: Hello. Can I speak to Jim, piease?

YOU:  Just a moment. - him. (I/get)

It’s a nice day. You've dec1ded to sit in the garden Before gomg out51de, you tell your friend.
you:  The weather’s too nice to stay indoors. ... in the garden. (I/sit)
FRIEND: That’s a good idea. I think ... ... you. (I/join)
Your friend is worried because she has Iost an 1mp0rtant letter
you:  Don’t worry about the letter. I'm sure .

FRIEND: I hope so.

There was a job advertised in the paper recently. At first you were interested but then you
decided not to apply.

FRIEND: Have you decided what to do about that job that was advertised?

YOU:  Yes, i . for it. (Inot/apply)

You and a friend come home very late Other people in the house are asleep. Your friend is
noisy.

vau: Shhhl Don’t miake sormuchmose,:  wammimmmrmsmssam everybody up. (you/wake)
John has to go to the airport to catch a plane tomorrow morning.

joHN: Ann, I need somebody to take me to the airport tomorrow morning.

ANN: That’s no problem. .. you. (I/take) What time is your flight?
JouN: 10.50.

ANN: OK. L.

Later that day, ]oe offers to take John to the au‘port
jot:  John, do you want me to take you to the airport?
JOHN: No thanks, Joe.

. it. (yowfind)

_at about 9 o’clock then. (we/leave)

me. (Ann/take)
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