40 Negative statements

1 Use
Christopher Columbus
Christopher Columbus was a famous explorer. At oie time people believet
know now this isw’t true. Columbus was not the first European to travel to t
was, but the Vikings had sailed there around the year 1000, and probably others before them. In 1492
Columbus sailed to San Salvador in the Bahamas and to other islands, but he never reached the mainland of
North America. He actually thought he was it Asia. He certainly didn’t discover America.

We often use a negative statement to correct a mistaken idea, such as the idea that

Christopher Columbus discovered America.

2 Negative verb forms

POSITIVE NEGATIVE
be: are dancing ~ are not dancing ~ OR aren’t dancing
have: have seen have not seen OR haven’t seent
Modal verb: must stay must not stay OR musti’t stay

In a negative statement not or 't comes after the auxiliary verb.
be, have or a modal verb, e.g. must, can,

The auxiliary verb is a form of
The girls are not dancing. The modem isw’t working properly.
1 haver’t seen the new Disney film. David hasw’t got a car.

[ mustn’t stay long.  You can’t turn right here.

I'm not feeling very awake today.
We write n’t without a space before it,

could.

e.g. isn't, haven’t.

Not or n’t also comes after the main verb be.
The photos are not ready yet. It ist’t very wartt in here.

If there is more than one auxiliary verb, we put not ot o't after the first one.
This plate hasn’t beert washed. You shouldn’t have bothered.

In the Present Simple and Past Simple, we use a form of do.

POSITIVE NEGATIVE
Present Simple:  work do not work or dor’t work
looks does not look oRr doesn’t look
Past Simple: enjoyed did not enjoy or didn’t enjoy

I don’t work on Saturdays. NOT :
This part of townt doest’t look very nice.
The verb after not or n't does not end in -s or -ed.

NOT Jedoesitlooksvery-wice-and NOT ek

I'm afraid we didm’t enjoy the day very much.

3 No and not

We can use no before a n
No music is allowed after elever.
There are no new houses in the vi

We do not use no with a verb.

NOT Music is-so-allowed and NOT The shops-are-o-epeis

oun or an adjective + noun. The verb is positive.
oR Music is not allowed after eleven.
llage. OR There aren’t any new houses it the village.
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i that he had ‘discovered’ America. We
he New World. We don’t know who

Practice

A Use (1)

Read the information in 1 about Christopher Columb
Then choose a positive or a negative verb. -~
B Columbus dhseevered/didn’t discover America
1 ngogrst Eu;op;e/sn to sail to the New World wés/wasn’t Columbus
eans had/hadn’t been to the New -
We know/don’t know definitely who firstV:;Ir:jliifirri;gumbua
(P)olumt’)us Ignlded/didn’t land on the North American maire'lll-and
V:hoeile CSOTUF::;)?JZ <|3f ((Jjolumbus has/hasn’t changed over the last 500 years.
e Coumby anded on San Salvador, he knew/didn’t know where he was.
ue that Columbus travelled across the United States.

~N o U AWM

Negative verb forms (1)

Complete the conversation, Put i
. , Put in the negative forms of th 4
cgn, did, do, does, has, have, is, was, were fhese words:
]laltallz ‘ Eoes anyone live in that house next door?
elanie: ! ? -
e bes,lres called Jake. He’s rather strange. He () hasn't got a job, but h
e short of money because he'’s just bought a new car. ” A DR e

l];"{/1i'(a: . The house (2) ........... ... look very smart
elanie: ;I;li;e people who lived there before Jake (3) .. ... look after it vel Il. And
B (3) oo well. An
. very good at gardening. When Jake bought the house?i had been o

empty for a while. It () ........
in doing anything to it, as
. , aS you can see.
Rita: Is he a friend? *~
Melanie: No, we aren’t really friends. | (7)
him, that’s all. | (8)

very expensive. Buthe (6) .. ... .. ... interested

know him very well. | sa
: . y hello when
seen him for a while, actually. e

Negative verb forms (2)

Vicky and Rachel are good fri i

Complete the sentencges L‘ijs.ifr:lg‘;nadri’egl;::’:tlltti\?t;.e3 iRy dierenKindsiatpeapte,
V?cky gets upset, but Rachel doesn't get upset.

Vicky gets headaches. Rachel is lucky. She N |

Rachel can relax. Vicky is different. She R

R'achel missed a lecture yesterday, but V|cky .

V{cky is a nervous person, but Rachel

Vicky loses things. Rachel ... ... -

Rachel was a happy child. Vicky ................. }

Rachel has decided on a career, but Vicky .

~N O U AWM =Y

No and not (3)
Complete this paragraph from a travel article. Put in no or not

Metropolis is (») not

. an attractive t
the city centre. | saw (2) own. There are (1)... . ... ... parks or gardens in

. ... interesting buildings, only factories, offices and blocks of flats

The hotels are (3 B

6 (3) L very good, and there are (4) first-class restaurant
TR — sts v i : . i nts.

again isit Metropolis, and | certainly do (6) .. . . want to go there
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A1 Negative questions

1 Introduction ———
—— Why don’t
Haven’t you put < > -X?Bi it nomj? i

those shelves up yay
Er, no. I'll do it

at the weekenci/

Laura asks two negative questions. The first
expresses surprise that Trevor hasn't put the
shelves up yet. The second is a suggestion that
he should put them up now.

2 Form
We make a question

does).

negative by putting ot after the auxiliary (e.g have,

NEGATIVE

Haven't you done if yet?

What doesi’t the advert tell you?
Who doesn’t eat meat?

What didn’t go wrong?

POSITIVE

Have you done it yet?

What does the advert tell you?
Who eats meat?

What went wrong?

3 The use of negative yes/no questions
A negative yes/no question often expresses surprise.
Haven't you put those shelves up yet? (= Tam surprised that you haver't yet.)
Don’t the children want the ice-cream? (= T am surprised that they don’t want it.)

A question with can’t can be a complaint or an impolite request.

Car't you sit down? You're blocking my view.

¢ a negative yes/no question instead of a statement and a tag.

We can also us
s? (= You're a friend of Harriet’s, aren’t you?)

Aren’t you a friend of Harriet

4 Yes/no answers
The answer yes means that the positive is true,
Haven't you repaired the car yet? ~ Yes, I did it yesterday.
Haver't you repaired the car yet? ~ No, sorry. 1 haven’t had time.

and no means that the negative is true.

5 The use of negative wh-questions

We can use Why don’t .2 fora suggestion.
Why dor’t you put the shelves up now? ~ Well, all right.
Why don’t we sit on the balcony? ~ Good idea.

We can use Why didn’t ...2 to criticize.

We'll have to stand now. Why didn’t you book seats for us? (= You should have booked seats for us.)

We can also use a wh-question to ask for information.
Wheo hasn’t checked their baggage inf ~ Oh, I haver't. Sorry.
What dow’t you understand? ~ This paragraph here.
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Practice

A Negative yes/no questions (2-3)
What would you say in these situations? Use negative yes/no questions

> You are surprised to learn that Rita doesn'’t like football
Don't you like football, Rital '
1 You find it surprising that Melanie can't drive.
2 It’s a surprise that Rachel won’f .bé -at tﬁe -disc:o.
3 You find out that surprisingly Nick has‘r'll’ltr got ‘a‘ tele\nsmn -
B Negative yes/no questions (2-3)
Complete the conversations using the words in the brackets

> Mikg: | walked home from the town centre. (take / bus)
H.arne:-t. You. mean you walked all the way? Didn't you take a bus?
1 Vicky: | think I'd like to lie down for a while. (feel / well)

Rachel: Oh,dear. ... ...

s Satne [l oo to._. T PRI EE
| getting the photo } i

Richard: | sent them a week ago. .. ’ i ® you've sent. (rve fyel

3 David: | saw Rita, but she walk stilfyht pash A
: ; ed straight past me. (s

Melanie:  Without speaking to you? ...... ... p ey /helo)
4 Andrew: | never sit by the pool. | hate water. (swim) o

Emma: Really? ———

C Yes/no answers (4)

Put in yes or no.

Didn’t Mike stop and give you a lift? ~ idn’

Aren‘t you tired after vgorkiyr:g all lcliz;/? ~ND """" " dld? ;‘[;a:IUftinmaYbe e dantseeme
Didn’t you write the number down? ~ , t;ut I've !0:’; the pi

Haven’t you got an umbrella? ~ ... ... ... it's h,ere in my ba ° plece of paper
Couldn’t you get in to the opera? ~ .. ., we didn’tyhavgtickets

AN =V

D Why not? (2,5)

Reporter Kitty Beamish is investigati i
igating an accident at the Magic World th i
nv e
crashed, and people were injured. This is what Kitty has found out. meffpark- Ande
> ' idn’ oy
1 '11::2 ;:aoglj'gn’;[hf ride didn’t get enocugh help. 3 They aren’t trained in firéi aid.
idn’t know what to do. 4 The ambulance wasn’t Caﬁed immediately.

2 They couldn’ i
y couldn’t stop the ride. 5 The doctor didn’t have a mobile phone.
What questions beginning with why does Kitty ask?

et enough help?

QUESTIONS, NEGATIVES AND ANSWERS ¢ PAGE 101




A7) Question tags, €.g. isn’t it? Practice

. INJI:linie- s el AR 1 ]l_Joii c(;r)efully at each statement and tag. Say if it is i
Harrie't: Beautiful.yWe’Jr/; having a glorious summer, aren’t we? Em?:;ogzizer ]Eils?lij:ﬁzig E;Ni:h riSi?g. intonatio.n)l_ PGREILAEN 12 be 2 domieREl TG
Mela'me: You haven’t,heard a fo.reca.sf for.the weekend, have you? 1 It was a super show, W:siitli'; t~1t'? ~ Yes, it is. . & question |
Harriet:  No, I haven't, but I think it’s going to stay sunty. N —— ’niCe, aren;t th(jl‘ia’c. Ii l’.r:ally .er'ljoyed it.
1 added on to a statement. When a tag is spoken, the voice can go down or up. 3  We've got time for a coffee, haven’z \‘N;? : E ';T?;Er;e.
4 Let me see, the bus goes at ten past, doesn't it? ~ Qnuzrrtnea;yp?aes.t ---------

A question tag 1s a short questio
RISING

FALLING
j o B Form (2)
e You haven’t heard a forecast, have you? You are at a b
aker thinks the With a rising intonation, the speaker is less sure. Th cancogetro teloh o e e e 5
ese sausages are delicious, aren 't the.y ? ~They cer’tainlylz:e.

With a falling intonation, the spe
Melanie dQESI‘l’t know if Harriet has heard a v -
'ou haven’t lived here long, hﬂ\{& .. 54 otk ? ~ No Oﬂ|y three month
' S.

B >
statement is true. Melanie knows that it is a lovely .
day, and she is inviting Harriet to continue the weather forecast or not. The tag is more like a real e :
conversation. The tag is not really a question. question. t's quite a big garden, ... .. — 2 .. Yes. there’
2 Thefe aren’t many people here yet, o s 8 : erre;s plenty Of. room.
3 You're Rachel’s friend, . ... RV s No, but it's still quite early.
2 F 4 You came in a sports car, . oo . ? ~ Yes, I'm Vicky.
orm 5 These b .. ?~That’s right
i € U_rgerslookgood, _— o P oer| BEITE Ik
POSITIVE STATEMENT + NEGATIVE TAG NEGATIVE STATEMENT + POSITIVE TAG . The arl f’(: on the grass, y I’y [ thir?: it’\:ijﬁ totty then,
T4 = W e O s ? - en _
It is very warm, isw’t it? It isn’t very warm, is it? er forecast wasn't very good, . R R 'rPy -~ NC;US?: ;
A negative tag is an auxiliary verb + n't + A positive tag is an auxiliary verb + pronoun. C ' s 1 Wasnit,
Form (2)
pronoun.
You've played before, haven’t you? David hasn’t got a car, has he? Complete the conversation. Put in the question tags
The children can swim, can’t they? I shouldn’t laugh, should I? Emma:  You don't really want to go out with me ai .m B
1¢1l be dark soon, wor’t it? You aren’t ill, are you? Matthew: Of course | do. But | need a bit of time to r3:1 sO;‘e, o C'JQ o ?
There was a mistake, wasn’t there? The answer wasn’t right, was it? Eﬂmma: You get plenty of time to yourself, (1) S
atthew: 7 A TT—— )
. . ew: Emma, you know what | feel for you. I’'ve told you enough ti T
The pronoun (you, he, etc.) refers to the subject of the sentence, ¢.g. You, David. 3 T o ugh times,
mma:  Yes, , o
Tn the Present Simple and Past Simple we use a form of do. You é’g:,thfn\{eaA&c)j you're quite happy, (3) ... ?
S : —— ?
: B S ? o .
You live near here, don’t you? We don’t have to pay, do we? ) P ? The situation doesn’t bother you,
This coat looks nice, doesn’t it? The shower doesn’t work, does it? Matthew: Why are we arguing? There’s nothing to argue ab
I turned right, didn’t I? Your horse didn’t win, did it? Emma:  You can’t ever look at things from my pointgo?\?i OUt(,7§6) ................... ?
ew
: e . 7
D Requests and suggestions (3)

hat the positive is true, and no means that the negative is true. l
A % he? ~
Mark Works foz‘ Zedco, doesn’t he? ~ Yes, he dqes. (He works for Zedco.) What would you say in these situations? Wi
Melarie doesi’t eat meat, does she? ~ Yes, I think she does. She eats meat.) brackets. ? Write sentences with a question tag. Use the word i
Claire is married, isn’t she? ~ No, of course she isi't. (She isn’t married.) > ?; q. L

The answer yes means t

y avi y
el AI.‘.'\‘“E—. ."...t. ﬁo t.,.a....'\,e'. W5PJ\ Pe ;L I!ﬂ\.'.e-..yc’. W < '

Andrew hasi't got many friends, has he? ~ No. (He hasn’t got mary friends.)
1 Suggest to Vicky that you both listen to some music. (Le
s Y that you both [i : T S o dnisess
3 Requestsandsuggestions . L2 Wamba . i
After a request with an imperative (e.g. Wait ...), we can use can you? or could you? 2 Warn David not to do anything si.l.ly.. .(.bon’fj """"""""""""""""
Wait here a moment, can you? Give me arl example, could you? 3 Y ..... Whimsgy S
We can also use You couldn’t ... could you? or You haven’t ..., have you? for a request. ou need a train timetable. Emma mlh """""""" O,
3 3 1 t haVe e
u? You haven’t got a pound, have you? e 9 one, 50 ask hat. (haven't
Ask Rachel to pass you the salt. (Pass)

You couldn’t help me, could yo
_ the tag is will you?: Don’t make any noise, will you?

% sit in the garden, shall we?

After Don’t ..
After Let’s ... we use¢ shall we?: Let

t> page 378 Question tags in American English
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/?i‘ So/Neither do 1 and I think so

1 So and neither
Vicky: I'm hungry.
Rachel:  So am I I haven’t eaten anything all day.

Daniel:  Neither have I 1 didr’t have time for breakfast.

We use so after a positive statement and neither after a negative one.

Pm hungry. ~ So am L (= And I'm hungry./I'm hungry t00.)
I haven’t eaten. ~ Neither have I (= And 1 haver’t eaten../l haven't eaten either.)

The structure is so/neither +an auxiliary + the subject.
The auxiliary is a form of be or have or a modal verb, e.g. can.
We're really busy at work. ~ So are we.
Tom has gone to the match. ~ And so has Nick.
David car’t drive, and neither can Melanie.
The subject comes at the end. NOT We're busy. ~Soweates
In the Present Simple and Past Simple we use a form of do.
I love old cowbay films. ~ So doI. This phone doest’t work. ~ Neither does this one.

United won, and so did Rangers.

‘We can use nor instead of neither.
Emma isn’t here tonight. Neither/Nor is Matthew.

2 1 think so, etc.
Vicky: I¥'s ‘Round the Corner’ at half past sevett, 1y favourite

soap opera. Are we going to be back in time? ‘ ;
lly did steal /

Daniel: I think so. We haven’t got far to go now.

Rachel:  We might miss the beginmning. —
Vicky: Oh, I hope not. [ want to kiow if Bernard rea e T E}
_{_"“\w e

the noney.

Here I think so means ‘T think we'll be back in time} and I hope not

means ‘T hope we don’t miss the beginning.

We can use so after be afraid, believe, expect, guess, hope, suppose and think.

Do you think you'll get the job? ~ Well, I hope so.
Are you going on holiday this year? ~ Yes, I expect s0.
I don’t know for sure if Henry is rich, but I should think so.
But we cannot use so after know or be sure.
There’s been an accident. ~ Yes, I know. NOT HHnen-56:
Are you sure you're doing the right thing? ~ Yes, 1 m sure, NOT Fri-stre-se:

There are two negative structures.
POSITIVE + not

Is it raining? ~ I hope not.

Have we won a prize? ~I'm afraid not.
With be afraid, guess and hope, we use the
positive and not.

NEGATIVE + $0

Is it raining? ~ I don’t think so.

Are you going to the concert? ~ 1 don’t expect 50
With expect and think, we normally use the
negative and so.

We can use believe and suppose in either structure.
Will there be any seats left? ~ 1 dor’t suppose so. OR I suppose not.
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Practice

A So and neither (1)

B Andrgw: | haven't been to a party for ages.
il ieSS'Caf Neither have | I hate crowded rooms
ndrew: :
1 Jessica: ‘f:iS,.‘So e - 'm not a party-goer, really.
5 Andrew: > ....... . I can’t make conversation.
3 Jessica: R e . You knOW, I'ma qUiet sort of person.
4 Andrew:  Well, . » Liedt aqpratty quietlife:
5 Jessica: .. ... .. . I haven’t got many friends.
5 Bt B ... And | would really like a good friend.

B So and neither (1)

Look at the table and complete the sentences.

Music Mirk C'i‘re Melanie Emma
Travel o r . 4
Skiing X y "/‘ X
Cooking X X 2 ‘)/‘

Melanie doesn't like travelling much, and

Mark has got lots of CDs, and ,
Emmacan’tski,and .. .. .. L
N
Melanie cocks quite often, and
Mark travels quite a lot, and ... ... .

C I think so, etc. (2)

> Laura: Does the li
: e library open on Saturdays? (thi
Trevor Yes | thi ays? (think)
T Ygz, ca-nt;l:mk L ... . But I'm not absolutely certain.
ik : o Sotout for an evening meal wearing shorts. (guess)
i | guess a o J ’
....... ... I'd better put some trousers on. A

1 Sarah: [
o arif?. Will there be a lot of people at the concert tonight? (expect)
g Mare S . There aren’t usuall
aniel; Are you going to apply for the job? (suppose) Y

Vicky:
............................. ... It's the only one available.

3 - i o
Ir?nae\{;, \?Vo you think it's going to rain? (hope)
ie: ell,
4 Nick: : R S S . I’'m just about to
- Will the match take place in this weather? (think) soot
i | R S VAR . In fact, I'm sure it won't
d s my coat ready, please? i .
A y, please? (afraid)

. ... We’re having problems with the machine.
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