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WORLD The Second Vatican Councll (1962-65) Introduced wide reforms and a

more open relatienshlp with non-catholic churches. :

News m..&.ﬂ .Wmm.

B

Sport ﬁ m Both the Roman Cathollc and Crthodox churches :_noa;_.mn the 7
Oosinaen g B sacraments: baptism, confirmation, marrlage, ordinatior, penance
i L (sacrament of reconcillation), extreme unctlon (anolnting the sick)
e . and the Mass.
Sclance/Nature A
Techology  The Main Branches of

Talking Point Christianity Protestant Churches

In Dapth

Learning English

They rose out cf protest agalnst Roman Catholicism In the 16th
Introduction e

These owe thelr existence to three crises In Christlanity:

frogrammas There are approx. 500 million members.
Schedules &  « the splintering of eastern cathollc Christendom In the @ chrlstlanity -Index
Frequencias Sth century O Baslc Christlanity The contentious Issues at the Reformation were the authority of
i : ' the Pope, the authority and accessiblllty of Scripture and precise
Sht:nap © The Lifa of Josus y the ritual of sharing bread and wine to
+ the ‘Great Schism' between the West (cathollc) and the Christ fiernlng of e cucharist {ihe:q A itk fls dlscrole
RE East ( orthodox) clrea 1054 The Mal hes of represent Christ's body and blood, as he did with his disclple
GIONS @ Maln Branches o h
. ‘Christlanity the night before his death).
Africa 4 the Reformation Ia the 16th century, which led to the Introduction .
Americas  emergence of Protestantism. The church refects the supremacy of the Pope.
Asia-Pacilic .. Eastarn Churches
Europe The Roman Emphasls Is placed on the authority of the Bible and the
Middle East ' Catholle Church f the early church
south Asia  Eastern Churches Protostant traditions of the early
" Churches A bellever Is saved by the grace of God
SEAVICES  rhis refers to the orthodox churches and those sharing O Usetul Links

About Us  the splritual and cultural ethos which derlves from the The priesthood of ali bellevers.

Conta Byzantl : .
HRiacs Yzantlae Emplre There are four maln strands within the Protestant churches;

Halp
TextOnly  There are over 214 million Orthodox Christians today. Angliean/Episcopal, Lutheran, Reformed/Presbytertan and the
Dajly E-mall Free Churches.

News Ticker There are four anclent patrlarchates, which haye speclal
Hobile/PDAS  positons of honour and authonity: Alexandria, Antloch,

Jerusalem and Constantinople, ~~Back to top
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The churches extend across Eastern Europe, Slay
countries and the eastern Mediterranean,

The split with the wastern church came about because of Learning English | Pregrammes | Schedules & Frequencies | Site Map
conllict over the Pope’s claim to supreme authorlty and a

clause added to the church's creed which sald that the BBC World Servica Trust | BBC Monitoring | About Us | Contact Us | Help
Holy Spirit came from the Son of God as well as God, © BBC World Sarvice, Bush Housa, Strand, London WC2B 4PH, UK

Privacy Statamant
Veneratlon of Jcons Is an Important part of public and
private worshlp,

Monastries have played an Important part In the history
of the church. Mount Athos In Greece has been the chlef
monastic centre since the 10th century,

The Roman Catholic Church

It Is the largest of the Christian denominations, with 2pproaching a
bllllen members,

Its origins are from the Western church of the Middle Ages,

It believes In the primacy and authorlty of the Blshop of Rome (the
Pope), who Is traditionally regarded as Christ's representative on earth
and the successor of St Peter (one of Jesus’ disciples and tha first
Blshop of Rome).

When defining matters of faith or morais what the Pope says Is
regarded as Infallible and binding on all Catholics,
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