Children can be trafficked for a whole host of reasons including sexual exploitation or to provide cheap labour
for domestic or commercial purposes. Although there are no exact fi gures of the numbers of children
trafficked, it is estimated by the UN that some 1.2 million children are trafficked annually. With globalisation
and the increasing demand for sexual services and cheap labour, this number is expected to rise significantly.
Child victims of trafficking often come from poor families and lack economic and educational opportunities.
Children who have been separated from their families, have minimal education, lack vocational skills or have
few job opportunities are most at risk. These factors, when coupled with gender, racial or ethnic discrimination
or insecurity caused by, for example, armed conflict or natural disaster, create the ideal environment for
trafficking networks to thrive.
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