Style |
28 When Fitzgerald describes John, he sometimes uses a lyrical, poetic
style:
The dark trumpets of oblivion were less lo
et ...[page 76]. . .
w his life had been a series of struggles up a series of rugged hills ...
e 76]. o
mem cherished less than the usual number of illusions ... [page 76].
Can you find other examples of this kind of style?

29 Fitzgerald sometimes uses exaggerated or overblown language to
obtain a comic effect: y
Edith Andros, calculating shrewdly that the new dress Sox_E sta ﬂn
more sensationally against vestments already rumpled ... (i-e. &mﬁ er
baby would look better than the others after they had got dirty at
the party). -
Look again at the paragraph that starts An hour mam& :umm.m r
Which words or phrases suggest that the author is comparing the
children’s activity to a military operation!

ud at the patter of his child’s

Guidance to the above literary terms, answer _wmu_m to &._ the mxﬂﬁm& MMNH
activities, plus a wealth of other reading-pracrice :E,nmﬁnr can be fou

the student’s section of the Macmillan Readers website at:
www.macmillanenglish.comfreaders.
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You Were Perfectly Fine

by Dorothy Parker

About the author

Dorothy Parker was born Dorothy Rothschild in 1893 in New Jersey,
in the USA. Her mother, who died when Dorothy was very young, was
of Scottish descent. Her father was a Jewish garment-manufacturer'.

Dorothy grew up in New York City, where she attended a Catholic
convent school, and then Miss Dana’s School in Morristown, New
Jersey. In 1916, she sold some of her poetry to Vogue magazine, where
she later worked, writing copy for fashion photographs and drawings.
She then became a drama critic for another magazine, Vanity Fair. At
this time, she married Edwin Pond Parker II. They were divorced some
years later, but Dorothy continued to use his surname.

Dorothy was a key member of the Algonquin Round Table. This
was a group of journalists, editors, actors and press agents who met
regularly for lunch at the Algonquin Hotel, New York City, over a
period of about eight years, starting in 1919. The magazine The New
Yorker was also founded at the hotel. From 1926 until 1955, Dorothy’s
short stories were published at irregular intervals in this magazine.
Many of them are based on incidents and conversations that took
place at the Algonquin.

In 1926, a book of Dorothy's poems was published under the title
Enough Rope, and it became a best-seller. Parker released two more
volumes of verse, Sunset Gun (1927) and Death and Taxes (1931),
along with the short-story collections Laments for the Living (1930)
and After Such Pleasures (1933).

In 1934, Dorothy married the actor-writer Alan Campbell who was
11 years younger than her. They went to Hollywood as a screenwriting
team and bought a farm in Pennsylvania. Dorothy became pregnant at
the age of 42, but she lost the baby in the third month of pregnancy.
Dorothy and Campbell were divorced in 1947 and remarried in 1950,
Their marriage was always difficult and they spent long periods living
apart. Campbell died in 1963 and Dorothy returned to New York. Her

1 someone whose job is to make clothes

i
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Exclamations

Peter, the young man in the story, is sorry that he drank too much the
night before, and the girl tries to reassure him that his behaviour was
not as bad as he thinks. They preface many of their comments with
different expressions showing repentance or reassurance.

1 Look at the following exclamations. Which do you think are

made by the man and which by the woman?

a) Oh, dear, oh, dear, oh, dear.

b) Oh, goodness ... everybody was feeling pretty high.

c) Good heavens, no ... Everyone thought you were terribly funny.
d) Why, vou didn’t do a thing ...

e) My, you were funny.

f) Dear God. What'll T ever do?

Expressions

The young couple in the story use a number of informal or colloquial
expressions.

2 Match the expressions in bold below with their definitions in
the right-hand column. Then read the story and check your
answers.

1 1kept trying to make it a) without worries
(out of bed). N

2 The hair of the dog (inthe  b) in an advantageous position
story, mastiff). .

3 I'm through. c) paid excessive attention to

4 1did think you were just a d) behaved badly, stupidly

little tight. .
5 You made too much fuss e) never going to do something
over her. ever again

6 Was I making a pass at her?  f) I think I'm going to collapse
7 1haven’t got a care in the g) drunk
world.
& I'm sitting pretty. h) have decided to stop doing
something
9 I'm off the stuff for life. i) manage to do something
10 I feel a collapse coming on.  j) making an amorous advance
11 1 made such a fool of myself. k) an alcoholic drink taken to
cure a hangover
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US English

The writer uses some words and expressions that are mainly used only

in the USA.

3 Look at the words below and complete the sentences in British
English.

angry goandjoin  suppose finished go and make
joking pavement tie excellent

US English British English

I Pm through with drinking. Pmo with drinking.

2 I'must have been dandy, I'musc have been ... ’

3 Is everybody sore at me? Iseverybody .. ... .. ... with
me!

4 You were only fooling. Youwereonly. . . .. . :

5 Youdidn't like his necktie. Youdidn't like his ... . .

6 Yousat down on the sidewalk. Yousatdownonthe . .

7 I guess it must have been. Lo, it must have been.

8 TI'll go make you a drink. P you a drink.

9 I'd better go join a monastery. I'dbetter . a
monastery.

Main themes

Before you read the story, you may want to think about some of its
main themes. The questions will help you think about the story as you
are reading it for the first time. There is more discussion of the main
themes in the Literary analysis section after the story.

Male/temale relationships in New York society in the 1920s

At this time, women in the USA were achieving greater equality with
men. This was the time of the ‘flapper’ or young woman who cut her
hair short, wore short dresses, smoked, drank and went out to parties,
Itis not clear if the woman in the story is of this type, but it is certainly
possible. She was at a dinner the night before with a mixture of people,
married and unmarried, they all drank or did not mind if others drank,
and, as far as we know, she was not officially escorted by a man.
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“He was going to sock’ me?” he said. “Oh, Lord. What did I
do to him?”

“Why, you didn’t do a thing,” she said. “You were perfectly
fine. But you know how silly Jim gets, when he thinks anybody
is making too much fuss over Elinor.”

“Was I making a pass at Elinor?” he said. “Did I do that?”

“Of course you didn’t” she said. “You were only fooling, that’s
all. She thought you were awfully amusing. She was having a
marvellous time. She only got a little tiny bit annoyed just once,
when you poured the clam-juice down her back.”

“My God,” he said. “Clam-juice down that back. And every
vertebra a little Cabot®, Dear God. What'll I ever do?”

«Oh, she’ll be all right,” she said. “Just send her some flowers,
or something. Don’t worry about it. It isn’t anything.”

“No, 1 won't worry,” he said. “I haven’t got a care in the
world. I'm sitting pretty. Oh, dear, oh, dear. Did 1 do any other
fascinating tricks at dinner?”

“You were fine,” she said. “Don’t be so foolish about it.
Everybody was crazy about you. The maitre d’hotel was a little
worried because you wouldn't stop singing, but he really didn’t
mind. All he said was, he was afraid they'd close the place again,
if there was so much noise. But he didn’t care a bit, himself. 1
think he loved seeing you have such a good time. Oh, you were

just singing away, there, for about an hour. It wasn't so terribly

loud, at all.”

“Sp [ sang,” he said. “That must have been a treat. | sang.”

“Don’t you remember?” she said. “You just sang one song after
another. Everybody in the place was listening. They loved it.
Only you kept insisting that you wanted to sing some song about
some kind of fusiliers” or other, and everybody kept shushing®
you, and you'd keep trying to start it again. You were wonderful.
We were all trying to make you stop singing for a minute, and eat

5 informal: to hit someone ot something with a lot of force

6 probably referring to John Cahot the Ltalian-born explorer who discovered
Newfoundland and Nova Scotia in North America. Peter is comparing Elinor’s
vertebrae to small islands

7 soldiers armed with a gun

relling someane to be quiet

[es]
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moﬂwmﬁ.rﬁm_ but you wouldn’t hear of it. My, you were funny.”
Didn’t [ eat any dinner?” he said. ”
i, Oh, not a &5@: she said. “Every time the waiter would
i MH Wo: something, you'd give it right back to him, because you
Mmmw t mw he %mm MOE long-lost brother, changed in the cradle by
ypsy band, and that anything you had i i
iy e y was his. You had him
Tm<~ v@mﬁ I did,” he said. “I bet I was comical. Society’s Pet, I must
e been. And what happened then, after my overwhelmi
success with the waiter?” e
moﬁgﬂw :oﬁr::.m BE”F: she said. “You took a sort of dislike to
M .M .de éﬂ.ﬁr white hair, sitting across the room, because
Wo: idn't like his necktie and you wanted to tell him about it
:ﬁm we got you out, before he got really mad.” .
Oh, we got out,” he said. “Did | walk?”
18 — L " : .
) r/x\%w Of course you did,” she said. “You were absolutely all
ig m.m ere was that nasty stretch of ice on the sidewalk, and
<Mc id sic down awfully hard, you poor dear. But good heavens
t wﬁ might have happened to anybody.” ,
) wr, .mMHm, he said. “Louisa Alcott® or anybody. So I fell down
M the sidewalk. That would explain what’s the matter with m
= Mm? I see. And then what, if you don’t mind?" '
o h, now, Peter!” she said. “You can’t sit there and say you
on't BEvaﬁ, ﬁrmﬂ happened after that! [ did think that maybe
<.9MH were just a little tight at dinner — oh, you were perfectly all
Mm t, and all that, w.:: I did know you were feeling pretty gay'®
r:ﬂ you were so serious, from the time you fell down — | 529“
new <,oc to be that way. Don’t you know, how you told me [ had
.DQ.WQ. vmmw SWE. real self before? Oh, Peter, I just couldn’t bear
Mﬁ H%\oc m.__as t remember that lovely long ride we took together
n the mcc. Please, you do remember that, don’t you!? I think it
would simply kill me, if you didn't.”
“Oh, yes,” he said. “Riding i i
e 1 TVE b iding in the taxi. Oh, yes, sure. Pretty

9 US novelist, mos i
, most famous for Little Women, a novel about four sisters, thought by

some people to be over-sentimental and moralisti
; § ralistic {1832
10 happy, cheerful; here, as the result of drinking s
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1 Complete the sentences below so that they mean the same as the

examples on page 107.

Write the phrases below as complete sentences.

Seen Sandra?

Nobody at home today, I'm afraid.
Anybody want more food?

You be here tomorrow!

Your father got a car?

Dora coming to the party?

Fronting in informal speech

[n informal spoken English, as in literary English, it is quite noﬂBoM to
begin an affirmative sentence with the object or complement, in order
to give this part more emphasis.
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Look at these examples from the story. Who is speaking? What
would the normal word order be?

“Corking, I am.” [page 103]
“Society’s Pet, I must have been.” [page 105]

Rewrite these sentences so that the object or complement is given
more emphasis.

We had an excellent dinner last night.
Excellent dinner we had last night.

That was a great concert!

They were furious with me.

He’s my favourite singer.

That must have been awful.

She’s feeling terrible.

The use of get

Get is one of the most common verbs in spoken English. It has several
different meanings. Look at the different uses of get in these examples
from the story.

This isn’t my head I've got on now. (wearing)
But people ... got him calmed down. (managed)

108 | You Were Perfectly Fine

NN e~ oy

She only got a little tiny bit annoyed. (became)
I haven’t got a care in the world. (don’t have)
But we got you out, before he got really mad. (take; became)

Rewrite the sentences above using the words in brackets and
making any other necessary changes.

Rewrite these sentences using an appropriate form of get.
[ don't think he received my letter.

She’ll come and collect you from the airport.

I realised later that I hadn’t understood the joke.

Tom has finally had his car fixed.

When are you going to have your hair cut?

Make her stop singing in the shower, will you?

Literary analysis
Plot

1 The girl describes the previous evening to Peter. What were the
main events? Make a list:

— Peter poured clam-juice down Elinor’s back.
— Jim was going to hit Peter but ...
— The maitre d’hotel ...

2 What was the most important event of the evening, according to
the young woman? Do you think Peter remembers anything about
it?

3 What is the young woman referring to when she says maybe it would
be sweeter to keep it all to ourselves? Why do you think she says this?
Does Peter agree with her? Why?

4 What do you think will happen now?

Character

5

6

How are the young man and woman described at the beginning of
the story? What do these descriptions tell us?

How would you describe the young woman? Why do you think the
author does not give her a name?

How would you describe Peter? Do you think this is the first time he
has drunk too much? What evidence is there?

Which other people are mentioned in the story? What is their
relationship with the two main characters?

J
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