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Surge in sex abuse calls to children's helpline

More children were counselled by ChildLine for sexual abuse last year
than ever before, the service said today.

A total of 13,237 children called the helpline in 2007/08 saying they
were victims of sexual abuse - more than a 50 per cent increase over
three years.

The figures showed that more than 36 children, including one aged
under seven, called the helpline every day last year saying they were
victims of sexual abuse.

ChildLine said that, despite having more volunteers and bases than
ever, it was only able to answer two-thirds of the 2.3 million calls it
receives every year.

Esther Rantzen, the service's founder and president, said: "There are
many children whose cries for help cannot be answered because
ChildLine simply does not have enough resources to answer every call.

"Our nightmare is the child who plucks up the courage to ring, fails to
get through, and never dares try again. Imagine the distress of a child
who cannot get through to a counsellor before she is raped again that
night."

She said the service urgently needed to be expanded "so that every
child's cry for help can be answered".

Sue Minto, head of ChildLine, said many child sex abuse victims had
been "threatened or intimidated into silence" and some calls included
"details of other extreme forms of abuse like being hit, tied up,
threatened with their life and being plied with drugs".

She added that awareness campaigns and child sex abuse storylines
on TV programmes like BBC soap EastEnders encouraged children to
speak out.

"More children now understand what sexual abuse is and are
increasingly willing to turn to ChildLine for help," she said.

The service counselled 13,237 children, including 465 children aged
seven or under, for sexual abuse last year, more than at any time in its
22-year history. Almost 6,000 children said they had been raped.

The figure was up from 8,637 in 2004/05 - a 53 per cent increase over



three years. During the same period, the overall number of children
counselled rose 26 per cent.

Most children counselled for sexual abuse - 61 per cent (6,681) - were
aged 12 to 15.

Of the 13,237 children counselled for sexual abuse in 2007/08, the vast
majority were abused by someone they knew.

ChildLine said 59 per cent said they had been sexually abused by a
family member, 29 per cent said they had been sexually abused by
someone else known to them and 4 per cent said they had been
sexually abused by a stranger.

A total of 8,457 were girls (64 per cent) and 4,780 were boys (36 per
cent).

The NSPCC, which provides ChildLine, appealed for the public to

donate to its three-year £50m Child's Voice Appeal, which was
launched last year.

By Wesley Johnson, Press Association, Monday, 9 February 2009
PREKLAD:

Narust poctu volani na détskou linku pomoci v souvislosti se
sexualnim obtézovanim (UK)

Détskou linku ChildLine kontaktovalo v minulém roce vice déti nez
kdykoliv pfedtim, oznamili dnes pracovnici sluzby.

Celkem 13,237 déti linku v obdobi 2007/2008 kontaktovalo s tim, ze se
staly obétmi sexualniho obtéZovani — vice nez 50% narust béhem
poslednich tfi let.

Z udaju vyplyva, ze vice nez 36 déti, v€etné jednoho mladsiho sedmi
let, linku v prabéhu minulého roku kontaktovalo s tim, Ze se staly obéti
sexualniho obtézovani kazdy den.

Pracovnici ChildLine uvedli, Ze pfestozZe linka disponuje vice
dobrovolniky a pracovniky nez kdykoliv pfedtim, je mozné spojit pouze
2/3 z celkovych 2,3 milionu hovort za rok.

Esther Rantzen, zakladatelka a presidentka sluzby uvedla: , Telefonaty
mnohych déti plaCicich o pomoc hemohou byt zodpovézeny, protoze
ChildLine jednoduse nema dostatecné mnozstvi zdroji k tomu, aby
mohla spojit kazdy hovor.”

,Nasi no€ni murou je moznost, Ze hovor ditéte, jeZz se odhodlalo
zavolat, se nepodafi spojit a dité jiz nikdy nezkusi zavolat znovu.



Predstavte si utrpeni ditéte, jez se nemuze naSim podarcim dovolat
predtim, nez je dalSi noc znasilnéno znovu.” Rantzen dale uvedla ze
linka nutné potfebuje zvysit kapacitu tak, aby ,kazdé dité volajici o
pomoc mohlo byt vyslySeno®.

Sue Minto, vedouci ChildLine fekla, Ze mnohym détskym obétem
sexualniho zneuziti je ,vyhrozovano ¢i jsou nasilim umlCovany“ a
nékteré hovory zahrnovaly ,detaily dalSich extrémnich forem tyrani jako
je biti, spoutavani, vyhroZovani zabitim ¢i omamovani drogami*.
Dodala, ze kampané zvySujici povédomi vefejnosti a pfibéhy sexualné
zneuzivanych déti v televiznich serialech jako jsou EastEnders na BBC
zneuzivanym détem dodalo odvahu promluvit. ,Vice déti nyni rozumi
tomu, co to sexualni zneuzivani je, a s tim se také zvySuje pocet téch,
jez se na ChildLine obraci pro pomoc® uvedla.

Sluzba v minulém roce celkem spojila 13,237 hovorl sexualné
zneuzivanych déti, z nichz 465-ti bylo méné nez, nebo 7 let. To je vic
hovoru, nez kdykoliv v historii jeji 22-leté existence. TéméF 6000 déti
uvedlo, ze byly znasilnény.

Tento Udaj se v porovnani s obdobim 2004/2005 zvysSil z plivodnich
8,637 o 53procent. BEéhem tytéz doby se celkovy pocet spojenych
hovoru zvysil o 26 procent.

Vétsina déti si stéZovala na sexualni obtézovani — 61 procent z nich
(6,681) bylo ve véku mezi 12ti a 15ti lety.

Z celkovych 13,237 déti, jez linku kontaktovalo v obdobi 2007/2008,
byla naprosta vétSina obtézovana nékym, koho déti osobné znaly.
ChildLine specifikovala, ze 59 procent déti uvedlo, Zze byly sexualné
obtézovany ¢lenem rodiny, 29 procent uvedlo, ze byly obtézovany
nékym jinym, koho osobné znaji. Ctyfi procenta déti uvedly, Ze byly
sexualné obtéZovany nékym, koho neznaji.

Celkem 8,457 volajicich byly divky (64 procent) a 4,780 byli chlapci (36
procent.).

NSPCC, provozovatel ChildLine, vyzyva vefejnost k pfispévku do tfileté
sbirky Child’s Voice Appeal, jez byla spusténa minuly rok.

Zdroj: Independent.co.uk, Surge in sex abuse calls to children’s
helpline, Wesley Johnson, 9. Unora 2009.
[http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/surge-in-sex-
abuse-calls-to-childrens-helpline-1604894.html]



