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Legalise euthanasia' says expert

A former professor of medical ethics has called for all forms of euthanasia to be legalised.

Len Doyal, ex-member of the British Medical Association's ethics committee, said doctor-assisted
deaths did take place and should be better regulated.

He said the law should be changed to enable doctors to withdraw treatment even if patients cannot
consent.

Professor Doyal said that when doctors withdraw life-sustaining treatment from severely incompetent
patients, such as those in a permanent vegetative state, it was effectively euthanasia, the Clinical
Ethics journal reported.

"Doctors may not want to admit this and couch their decision in terms such as 'alleviating suffering'
but withdrawal of life sustaining treatment from severely incompetent patients is morally equivalent
to active euthanasia," he stated.

"If doctors can already choose not to keep uncomprehending patients alive because they believe that
life is of no further benefit to them, why should their death be needlessly prolonged?"

Joffe bill

Lord Joffe has put together a bill for the House of Lords which would give doctors the right to
prescribe drugs that a terminally i1l patient in severe pain could use to end their own life, a procedure
called assisted dying.

The bill was recently delayed by six months after a vote by peers.

Referring specifically to the Joffe Bill, Professor Doyal who is emeritus professor of medical ethics at
Barts and the London School of Medicine claimed, "Some supporters of euthanasia remain silent
about non-voluntary euthanasia, presumably because they believe that focusing on voluntary
euthanasia offers a better chance of legalisation.

"Proponents of voluntary euthanasia should support non-voluntary euthanasia under appropriate
circumstances and with proper regulation," he concluded.

Deborah Annetts, Chief Executive of Dignity in Dying, said: "Dignity in Dying advocates that end of
life medical treatment decisions should be based around the competent wishes of terminally ill people.

"The current law is morally and clinically indefensible and as Professor Doyal shows, gives patients
too little protection and control.

"Doctors make end of life medical treatment decisions resulting in seven out of every ten deaths in
Britain."

But she added: "People who may later lack capacity to make decisions for themselves can choose to
enforce their wishes by making a living will (or advance directive) and we do not agree with Professor
Doyal that the law needs to be changed for non-competent patients."



Dr Nigel Sykes, consultant in palliative medicine at St Christopher's Hospice, London, said: "Doctors
have always seen it as part of their duty to assist their patients to die comfortably. "This does not mean
that doctors are causing those patients' deaths.

"I would argue that it is the illness that brings about death, and not the withdrawal of treatment.
"Where I would agree with Professor Doyal is in the suggestion that euthanasia, once legalised, would
lead to non-voluntary euthanasia at some point, and this would affect an increasing number of people

who are among the most vulnerable in our society."

The British Medical Association dropped its long-held opposition to assisted dying in July last year,
voting at its annual conference to adopt a neutral stance on the issue.



,,Legalizujte eutanasii®, fika expert.

Byvaly ucitel Iékatské etiky zada legalizaci vSech forem eutanasie.

Len Doyal, byvaly ¢len komise pro etiku Britské Lékaiské Asociace, fekl, ze asistovand smrt
by méla mit své misto a méla by byt Iépe upravena.

Rekl, Ze zakon by mél byt zménén tak, aby umoznil 1ékaitim odstoupit od dalsi 1é¢by i

v pripad¢, kdy pacienti nemohou souhlasit.

Professor Doyal tekl, ze kdyz Iékaii upusti od 1écby, ktera udrzuje pacienta pii zivote,

v pripad¢ n€kolika nezplisobilych pacienti, tak jako u téch, ktefi jsou v permanentné
vegetativnim stavu, je to ve vysledku euthanasie, citoval jej denik Clinical Ethic.

,L&kafi by toto nem¢li pfijimat a neméli by se vyjadfovat v terminech, jako jsou ,,zmirnéni
utrpeni®, odstoupeni od 1€¢by udrzujici pii zivoté u nékolika nezptsobilych pacienti je
moraln¢ odpovidajici aktivni euthanasii,* uvedl.

,»KdyZ si mohou doktofi vybrat moznost neudrzovat nekomunikujici pacienty dale nazivu,
protoze véfi, ze zivot pro né nema dalsi pfinos, pro¢ by méla byt jejich smrt zbyte¢né
prodluzovéana?*

Joffe bill

Lord Joffe dal dohromady zakon pro Snémovnu Lorda, ktery by mél dat 1¢kaitim pravo
predepsat 1€k, ktery by nevylécitelné nemocni pacienti trpici bolestmi mohli uzit k ukonéeni
jejich Zivota. Tato procedura se nazyva asistované umirani. Zakon byl zpozdén o Sest mésict
po hlasovani kolegt. S odvoldnim specidlné na Joffe Billa, profesor Doyl, emeritni profesor
1ékatske etiky na Bartu a Londynské Skole Lékatstvi prohlasil: ,,néktefi podporovatelé
euthanasie stale ml¢i o nedobrovolné eutanasii, pravdépodobné proto, Ze se domnivaji, ze
zaméieni se na dobrovolnou euthanasii pfinese vétsi Sance na legalizaci®.

,»Obhdjci dobrovolné euthanasie by méli podporovat i nedobrovolnou euthanasii za
patfi¢nych okolnosti a se spravnou regulaci,* uzavira.
Deborah Annetts, §éfka rady Dlstojnost v umirani, fika: ,,Distojnost v umirani zastava ndzor,
ze rozhodnuti o 1¢katském zachazeni zaméfeném na ukonceni zivota by mélo byt zalozeno na
ptani nevylécitelné nemocného ¢loveka.
»Aktualni zakon je moralné a klinicky neobhajitelny a jak profesor Doyal ukazuje, dava
pacientim velmi malo ochrany a kontroly*.
,Lekafil vykonaji ukonceni Zivota na zaklad€ rozhodnuti v 7 pfipadech z deseti umrti
v Britanii.
Ale dodava: ,,lidé, ktefi mohou mit pozdéji nedostatek schopnosti udélat rozhodnuti za sebe,
si mohou vybrat moznost tzv. podepfeni jejich ptani zhotovenim viile a my nesouhlasime
s profesorem Doyalem, ze zdkon potiebuje zménu kviili rozhodnuti neschopnych pacienti®.
Dr Nigel Sykes, consultant paliativni mediciby v hospicu St Christopher's v Londyné tvrdi:
"Lékati vzdy shledavaji asistovani pii pfijatelné smrti svych pacientii jako soucast své
tim, Ze je to nemoc, ktera pfinasi smrt, a ne odnéti 1écby."
,Kde bych s profesorem Doyalem souhlasil, to je v pfedpokladu, Ze euthanasie jednou
legalizovana, by mohla vést k nedobrovolné euthanasii v urc¢itych okamzicich a toto mize mit
vliv na zvySujici se pocet lidi, ktefi jsou mezi témi nejvice zranitelnymi v nasi spole¢nosti."
Britska 1€katska asociace upustila od svého dlouho trvajiciho opozi¢niho postoje
k asistovanému umirani v ¢ervnu minulého roku na vyro¢ni konferenci odhlasovanim piijeti
neutralniho postoje k této zalezitosti.



