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Record Number of Families Seeking Refuge in
Shelters

Published: October 29, 2008

In what some see as a sign of the economic downturn’s impact on the
city’s poorest, more families entered the homeless shelter system in
September than in any other month since data has been collected.

G. Paul Burnett/The New York Times
Gina Catana and her grandchildren, Emily, 2, and Christopher, 3, at the administration building for a
Bronx shelter. The number of families entering homeless shelters has been increasing.

Some 1,446 families entered shelter in September, city officials said. That
was the highest number in one month since the city began keeping track
25 years ago. In each of the past three months, the city has seen record
numbers of families admitted to shelter.

With the increase, roughly 9,300 families are now in shelter, or more
than 28,000 people. In 2003, when the previous record was set, the
average daily census of families in shelter was 9,200.



The trend was pieced together by the Coalition for the Homeless, an
advocacy group that has often been at odds with the Bloomberg
administration, by looking at monthly reports that the city distributes to
community groups and certain elected officials. The coalition attributed
the increase to a combination of the weakening economy and city and
state budget cuts to homelessness-prevention programs, which help
tenants pay rent that is in arrears and hire lawyers for Housing Court.

“This data should sound an alarm,” said Patrick Markee, a senior policy
analyst with the coalition. “Clearly, as the recession gets worse, homeless
families will need more help, not less. These numbers should give policy
makers pause as they consider further cuts to homeless prevention.”

The Department of Homeless Services said that the monthly number of
applicants had been increasing since May and that monthly totals were
much higher than for the same months last year. In September 2007, for
example, 1,185 families entered shelter.

Still, a department spokeswoman said she could not definitely say that
the increase was related to the economy. Families still report domestic
violence as the No. 1 reason for entering the shelter system. The No. 2
reason is eviction, and No. 3 is overcrowding.

Robert Hess, the commissioner of the Department of Homeless Services,
said that whatever the demand, the city was handling it smoothly, with
no one being forced to sleep on benches overnight as they had during
previous administrations. He called the situation a testament to extensive
efforts to rework the system under Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg.

“No matter what the numbers are at the front door,” Mr. Hess said, the
city “will continue to effectively and humanely provide services to the
city’s most vulnerable individuals. The fact that our system is
withstanding the test of recent high demand is evidence that we have
successfully transformed the families system and put a solid
infrastructure in place.”


http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/b/michael_r_bloomberg/index.html?inline=nyt-per

Rekordni mnozstvi rodin hledajicich Gtodisté
v utulkach
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Nékteti vidi jako znameni ekonomického poklesu dopad na méstské nejchudsi, vétsi rodiny

vstoupily do systému utulku pro bezdomovce vice v zafi nez v jiny mésic od sebrani dat.

G. Paul Burnett/noviny The New York Times
Gina Catana a jeji vnoucata, Emilie, 2, a Christopher, 3, v administrativni budové pro Bronx chrani. Pocet rodin jsouci bez

domova vstupovalo do utulkii a zvétSovaly se.
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jednom meésici od vzniku mésta pred 25 lety. V kazdém z poslednich tii mésicti, mésto vidélo
rekordni mnozstvi rodin které vzaly pod ochranu.
Po zvyseni, zhruba 9,300 rodin jsou nyni v utulku, to je vic nez 28,000 lidi. V roce 2003, kdy

byl ptfedchozi zaznam stanoveny, primérné denni s¢itani lidu rodiny v ttulku bylo 9,200.
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Smér vyvoje byl ¢aste€né spolecné s Koalici pro bezdomovce, je to advokatni sdruzeni, které
bylo casto ve sporu s Bloomergerovou administrativou, divajici se na mésicni vykazy , ze
meésto distribuuje skupinami spole€enstvi a jistych zvolenych ufedniki. Koalici ptipsané
zvyseni s kombinaci slabnouci ekonomiky, mésta a statnich rozpoctovych skrtt,

bezdomovectvi —

programy prevence, které pomohou najemniktim platit ndjem a najmout si pravniky pro
mistni soudy, je pozadu.

"Tato data by méla byt alarmujici," fekl Patrick Markee, starsi politicky analytik s koalici.
"Zietelné se recese zhorsuje, rodiny jsouci bez domova budou pottebovat vice pomoci, ne

mén¢. Tyto Cisla by méla dat politice vyroby, Ze se pozastavi, jak oni uvazi, a dalsi fezy pro

rodiny jsouci bez domova jako prevence."

Rezort Pomoci Bezdomovcum ekl , ze mési¢ni mnozstvi uchazecu se od kvétna zvétSovalo
a mésicni s¢itdni bylo mnohem vys$i, neZ pro ten samy mésic minuly rok . Napftiklad v zafi
2007, 1,185 rodin vstoupilo do utulku.

Mluv¢i oddé€leni nerozhodné tikd, Ze zvySeni souvisi s ekonomikou.

Rodiny oznami domaci nasili jako nejcastéjsi divod pro vstup do utulku. Dalsi divod je

soudni vystéhovani a tfeti je prelidnény, nadmérné obydleny prostor.

Robert Hess, komisaf rezortu Pomoci Bezdomovcim, fekl, Ze jakykoliv pozadavek, mésto
zajistuje hladce, a nikdo neni nuceny k tomu, aby spal na lavicich ptes noc, jako béhem
minulé vlady. On nazval tuto situaci jako rozsahlé usili k opraveé systému pod starostou

Michaelem R. Bloombergem .

"Bez ohledu na ¢isla u hlavniho vchodu," pan Hess fekl, "mésto bude stale efektivné a
huménné poskytovat sluzby pro nejvice zranitelné jedince ve méesté. Skutecnost, Ze nas
systém odolava testu neddvného vysokého pozadavku, je ditkkaz ze jsme uspesné

transformovali rodinny systém a dana pevna infrastruktura je na miste."
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