Stanislav Simak
1.LETF 2008/09
Zpracovano z internetového serveru BBC
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south _asia/8053542.stm

Sri Lanka army 'defeats rebels’

The Sri Lankan president has declared a military victory over the Tamil Tigers after 26
years of bloody civil war.

Speaking on a visit to Jordan, Mahinda Rajapakse said he would return home to a nation
totally free from the "barbaric acts" of the rebel group.

However, senior officials told the BBC fighting rages on in a tiny area of the north-east where
the Tigers' leadership is said to be cornered.

More than 70,000 people have died in the bitter war for a Tamil homeland.

The last weeks of the war have been marked by a growing chorus of international concern
over the fate of Tamil civilians caught up in the intense fighting.

Sri Lanka's military spokesman, Brig Udaya Nanayakkara, says 25,000 civilians have made it
out of the conflict zone in the past 72 hours, 11,800 of them on Saturday alone.

However, more remain inside the small area where the Tamil Tigers may be preparing for a
fight to the death.

The UN and Western governments have called on Sri Lanka to exercise restraint in its pursuit
of a military victory over the Tigers.

British Prime Minister Gordon Brown has become the latest leader to speak out on the issue,
declaring on Saturday that there would be "consequences" if Sri Lanka did not work to ensure
an orderly end to the conflict.

'"Humanitarian operation'

Speaking in Jordan, Mr Rajapakse said: "My government, with the total commitment of our
armed forces, has in an unprecedented humanitarian operation finally defeated the LTTE
militarily.

"I will be going back to a country that has been totally freed from the barbaric acts of the
LTTE," he added.

But the BBC's Charles Haviland, in the capital, Colombo, says a senior government
spokesman in Jordan with the president could not confirm that fighting had ended in the
north-east.

There are now concerns that the Tamil Tiger leadership is preparing for a last stand, our
correspondent says.



The Tigers' leadership has said repeatedly that they will not surrender, and are thought to be
keeping thousands of civilians as human shields.

There have also been reports that the Tigers are preparing a mass suicide in the face of a
military defeat.

A UN spokesman, Gordon Weiss, told Associated Press the organisation still had "grave
fears" for the safety of an estimated 30,000 to 80,000 people still inside the combat zone.

Earlier, Sri Lanka's defence minister told the BBC that the army was closing in on the
remaining fighters for the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eeelam (the full name for the Tamil

Tigers).

"We have restricted the LTTE to one square kilometre-like area, so we will mop up and seize
the rest of the LTTE cadres and the leadership," Gotabhaya Rajapakse said.

He said the army did not know exactly where to find rebel leader Vellupillai Prabhakaran, but
expressed confidence he would be tracked down.

"If he has not committed suicide then he should be there," Mr Rajapakse said.

Prabhakaran began the fight for a separate state for Sri Lanka's minority Tamils in the early
1970s, progressing into a violent civil war in 1983.

Tigers landlocked

The capture of the Tigers' last remaining stretch of coastline earlier on Saturday was hailed as
a decisive breakthrough by Sri Lanka's army.

For the first time ever the rebels do not have sea access, and the army is "progressing" to clear
remaining rebel-held land, Brig Udaya Nanayakkara said.

Speaking after the president's statement, he said military action in the north-east was ongoing,
also branding it a "rescue, humanitarian operation".

The Tigers once boasted a deadly and much-feared naval strike capability, often using boats
to launch lethal attacks during the long years of their guerrilla campaign.

State TV showed images of explosions and plumes of smoke rising from close to the
coastline, as well as images of celebrating troops in coastal areas.

The army said the scenes proved that the Tigers were blowing up their own caches of
ammunition, but there is no independent confirmation of that claim.



Sri Lanska armada 'porazi povstalce'

Sri lansky prezident prohlasil vojenské vitézstvi nad Tamilskymi tygry po Sestadvaceti
letech krvave ob¢anske valky.

Pti navstéve Jordanu, Mahinda Rajapakse fekl, Ze by se chtél vratit domi k narodu
osvobozeného od ,,barbarskych ¢inii*“ z povstaleckych skupin.

Nicméné, vysoce postaveni tiednici fekli BBC, Ze boje stle zufi v izkém prostoru na severo-
vychodé¢. Tvrdi se, ze je zde vedeni Tygr zahnané do kouta.

Vice nez 70.000 lidi zemfelo v hoiké valce pro Tamilskou vlast.

V poslednich tydnech valky byly zaznamenany rostouci mezinarodni ohlasy upozoriujici na
osud tamilskych civilistl zasaZenych intenzivnimi boji.

Sri lansky vojensky mluv¢i, Brig Udaya Nanayakkara, fiké ze 25 tis. civilistl se za
uplynulych 72 hodin dostalo mimo zénu konfliktu, z toho 11800 jen béhem soboty.

Avsak, vice jich ziistava uvnitt malé oblasti, kde se Tamilsti Tygfi mozna piipravuji na findlni
sebevrazedné boje.

Mezinarodni SpoleCenstvi a zapadni vlady vyzyvaji Sri Lanku ke zdrzenlivosti v honb¢ za
vojenskym vitézstvim nad Tygri.

Britsky premiér Gordon Brown se stal poslednim viiddcem hovoticim k udalostem a v sobotu
prohlasil, Zze zde budou "nésledky", pokud Sri Lanka nezajisti fadny konec konfliktu.

'"Humanitarni operace'

Déle v Jordanu Mr Rajapakse fekl: "Nase vlada, s plnou podporou nasich ozbrojenych sil, v
nebyvalé humanitni operaci nakonec vojensky porazila LTTE."

Vratim se do zemé, ktera byla plné¢ osvobozena od barbarskych ¢inti LTTE," dodal.

Charles Haviland z BBC v hlavnim mésté Colombo tvrdi, ze hlavni mluvéi v Jordanu ani
prezident nemohou potvrdit konec bojii na severo-vychodé.

Nyni jsou zde obavy, ze vedeni Tamilskych Tygrii ptipravuje posledni povstani, fiké nas
korespondent.

Vedeni Tygrl opakované prohlasilo, ze se nevzdaji a ze zamysli drzeni tisice civilistl jako
lidskych stita.

Objevily se i zpravy, ze Tygfi Celici potazce pfipravuji hromadnou sebevrazdu.

Gordon Weiss, mluvci OSN, pro Associated Press fekl, Ze organizace ma stale "vazné obavy"
o bezpeci zbyvajicich ptiblizné¢ 30.000 az 80.000 lidi, ktefi jsou stale uvnitt bojové zony.



Ministr obrany Sri Lanky dtive fekl BBC, Ze armada se ptiblizuje k zbyvajicim bojovnikiim
Tygra osvobozeni Tamilského [lamu (celé¢ jméno Tamilskych Tygrt).

"Zatlacili jsme LTTE na oblast zhruma jednoho ¢tvere¢niho kilometru, chystame se je
zlikvidovat a pochytame zbytek LTTE kadru a vedeni," fikd Gotabhaya Rajapkse.
Rekl, Ze armada presné nevédéla, kde najit viidce rebeli Vellupillaia Prabhakarana, ale
vyjadiil divéru, Ze bude vystopovan a chycen.

"Jestli nespachal sebevrazdu, tak by tam mél byt," fekl pan Rajapakse.

Prabhakaran zacal boj za samostatny stat pro mensinové Tamily Sri Lanky jiz v rannych 70.
letech ktera nasledné pterostla v krvavou ob¢anskou véalku v roce 1983.

Tigers landlocked Tigers odfiznutym

Obsazeni posledniho useku pobiezi ovladaného Tygry casné€ v sobotu bylo oslavovano jako
rozhodujici prilom armady Sri Lanky.

Viibec poprvé rebelové nemaji piistup k mofti a armada postupuje v €isténi zbyvajicich rebely
drzenych uzemich, jak ekl Brig Udaya Nanayakkara.

Na proslovu po prezidentové prohlaseni fekl, Ze vojenské akce na severo-vychodu pokracuji a
oznacil je jako "zachranné humanitdrni akce".

Tygfi se kdysi pySnili smrtici a velmi obavanym tGtoénym potencialem, ¢asto uzivali lodé k
vrazednym utokiim béhem dlouhych let jejich partyzanské kampané.

Statni televize ukazala zabery vybuchi a mraky koufe stoupajici z blizkosti pobfezi, stejné
jako obrazky oslavujicich vojaka v pobfeznich oblastech.

Armada tvrdi, Ze scény dokazuji, ze Tygfi vyhodili vlastni sklady s munici do povétii, ale
neni zadné nezavislé potvrzeni tohoto prohlaseni.



