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Police arrest 'Italian Fritzl who taught son
to rape'

In a case that has shocked Italy and drawn comparison with Josef Fritzl in Austria, Italian
police have arrested a 64-year-old Turin man for allegedly sexually abusing his daughter over
25 years and encouraging his son to follow his example.

The 41-year-old son is also behind bars, accused of abusing not only his sister, now 34, but
his own young daughters, aged 6, 8, 12 and 20.

“It seems that in this family there was a sort of droit de seigneur of the father over the
daughter,” Pietro Forno, the Turin prosecutor, said. The two men deny the charges.

Italian newspapers identified the father as Michele Mongelli, and his son as Giuseppe. The
34-year-old daughter was identified with the pseudonym Laura. Police said that the 64-year-
old man’s daughters and granddaughters had been kept in “conditions of slavery and
mistreatment”, with Laura often locked up in the dark in her bedroom.

However Mr Forno said Laura was “strictly speaking free, though she did nothing without her
father, who completely dominated her psychologically". He said Laura was the eldest of nine
children, and “according to a family rule, the eldest daughter was reserved” for the father.

"The young woman is suffering from personality disorders because of the prolonged
incestuous situation and mistreatment,” he said. "A psychiatric evaluation has determined that
the situation was one of very serious distress." He said Laura had a “totally passive
personality before her father, who made her live in a climate of threats,”.

She complained to the authorities of sexual abuse as early as 1994, when she was 19, but her
complaint had been judged “unreliable” on the ground that she was “disturbed”. “It appeared
to be a normal family,” Mr Forno said.

The man and his son, both street traders dealing in scrap metal who moved to Turin from
Apulia in southern Italy, are accused of rape, incest and obscene acts in public because some
of the alleged sexual abuse took place in a car. Reports said Laura was forced to leave school
in her early teens.

“This is a terrible story of sexual violence, perversion, humiliation, abuse and tyranny in a
Turin family,” reported La Repubblica. “It is a story just like that of the monster Josef Fritzl.”



It said the abuse had come to light because of police telephone taps “but everyone knew about
it in the family”.

The 34-year-old woman and her four nieces have all been taken into care and are being given
psychiatric help, police said. “This is not an easy story to tell,” Mr Forno said. “It took us a
while to find out what was really going on behind those domestic walls.”

He said that the inquiry began in October last year, when Laura went to the police to
denounce not her father but her brother, telling them that he had raped her twice and forced
her to stay at home for two weeks. She was accompanied to the police station by her father
and mother. During the investigation it was alleged that her father had been raping Laura
since she was 9, and had held her “as his slave”. She had only been allowed to go out
accompanied by her parents, and although she had been withdrawn from her school, the
educational authorities had failed to find out why.

Police said that telephone interceptions and bugs in the house showed that the 8-year-old girl
had been told: “Get into bed, if you’re asleep you won’t feel a f***ing thing.”

Antonio Genovese, the lawyer for the father, said that he had asked for the man to be released
on the grounds that he had diabetes and difficulty walking. Antonio Foti, the lawyer for the
son, said that he had asked for “Laura” to be given a psychiatric examination. “I am sure of
my client’s innocence,” he said.

Mr Foti said it was “possible” that both the father and the son had used “vulgar and
threatening language” towards the women in the family, but “there is a very great difference
between verbal and physical abuse”.

Josef Fritzl, a 73-year-old Austrian, was sentenced to life this month for locking up and raping

his daughter in a cellar over 24 years, fathering seven children with her and causing the death
of his own infant son.

Policie zatkla ,Italského Fritzla, ktery ucil
svého syna znasilnovat*

Ptipad, ktery Sokoval Italii je srovnatelny s piipadem Josefa Fritzla v Rakousku. Italské
policie zatkla 64letého muze z Turina, za udajné sexudlni zneuzivani své dcery, které trvalo
pies 25 let a dale za povzbuzovani svého syna, aby ho ve svych praktikach néasledoval.

41lety syn je ve vézeni a je obvinény ze zneuzivani nejen své sestry, které je nyni 34 let, ale
také svych dcer ve veku 6, 8, 12 a 20 let.

»Zda se, ze v této rodin€ se uplatioval jakysi druh ,,prava prvni noci“ otce na dceru* fekl
Pietro Forno, Turinsky vySetfovatel a dodal, Ze oba muzi své obvinéni popiraji.



Noviny oznacily za otce rodiny Michela Mongelliho a za jeho syna Giuseppeho. Jako jeho
34letd dcera se udava pod pseudonymem Laura. Policie fekla, ze 64lety muz drzel dcery a
vnucky v podminkach podobnych otroctvi a Lauru ¢asto zamykal ve tmé v jeji loZnici.

Podle Forna Laura pii vypovédi mluvila samostatné a nezavisle, ackoli byla zcela pod vlivem
svého otce, ktery ji psychicky ovladal. VySetfovatel dale uvedl, ze Laura byla nejstarsi z jeho
deviti déti a podle Mongellim uplatiiovaného rodinného prava byla nejstarsi dcera vyhrazena
otci.

»Mlad4d Zena trpi poruchami osobnosti kvili dlouhotrvajicimu incestu a tyrani,” ftekl
vySetiovatel. ,,Psychiatrické vySetfeni ukdzalo, Ze incest byl jednim z nejvaznéjSich utrpeni.*
Vysetfovatel dale fekl, Ze se Laura otci, ktery ji udélal ze Zivota peklo, viibec nebranila.

Laura oznamila na policii sexudlni zneuzivani otcem jiz v roce 1994, kdy ji bylo 19 let. Jeji
oznameni bylo ale posuzovano jako nespolehlivé kviili jeji nevyrovnanosti.
,»Lehdy se zdalo, Ze se jedna o béznou rodinu®, fekl Forno.

Otec rodiny a jeho syn, pouli¢ni sbéraci kovu, kteti se ptestehovali do Turina z Apulia na jihu
Italie, jsou obvinéni ze znésilnéni, incestu a obscénnich jednani na vetejnosti, protoze nékteré
z udajnych sexudlnich zneuzivani probihaly v auté. Laura nesméla chodit do Skoly od svych
,,hacti“ let.

Jedna se o hrizny piibéh sexudlniho nasili, zvracenosti, ponizovani, zneuzivani a tyranie
v Turinské roding, ktery oznamila ,,La Repubblica®. Je to stejny piibeh jako o monstru Josefu
Fritzlovi. Zneuzivani vyslo najevo udajné diky policejnim telefonnim odposlechim, ale
vSichni v rodin€ o tom, co se dé€je, védeli.

34leta zena a jeji 4 netefe byly pievzaty do péce psychiatra, fekla policie. ,,Tohle neni
jednoduchy piibéh k vypravéni“, fekl Forno. ,,Chvili nam trvalo, nez jsme zjistili, co se
skute¢né délo za zdmi domécnosti.*

VySettovani zacalo v fijnu lonského roku, kdy Laura zaSla na policii, ne vSak proto, aby
obzalovala otce, ale svého bratra. Uvedla, Ze ji dvakrat znésilnil a véznil po dva tydny doma.
Na policejni stanici ji doprovazel otec a matka. B€hem vySetfovani bylo zjiSténo, Ze ji otec
znasilnoval od jejich 9 let a drzel ji ,jako svého otroka“. Ven mohla chodit pouze
v doprovodu svych rodict a pfestoze ptestala chodit do Skoly, Skolni Gfady nezajimal divod
ukonceni Skolni dochazky.

Policie tekla, ze telefonické odposlechy a sténice v dom¢ ukézaly, ze 8let¢ divce bylo feCeno
,Jdi do postele. Kdyz budes spat, zadné Spatné véci neucitis.*

Antonio Genovese, pravnik otce, pozadal o jeho propusténi z vazby z divodu cukrovky a
ztoho plynouci snizené telesné pohyblivosti. Antonio Foti, pravnik syna pozaduje
psychiatrické vySetfeni Laury. ,,JJsem si jist, ze mij klient je nevinny*, fekl.

Pan Foti pfipustil moznost, Ze jak otec, tak 1 syn hovofili se Zenami vulgarné a snazili se je
verbalné zastraSovat. Ale zaroven dodal, Ze ,je velky rozdil mezi verbalnim a fyzickym
zneuzivanim®.



Josef Fritzl, 73lety Rakusan, byl tento mésic odsouzen k trestu odnéti svobody na dozivoti za
vice jak 24leté véznéni a zndasiliiovani své dcery ve sklepé€, za zplozeni sedmi déti s dcerou
v incestu a za zavinéni smrti svého syna v kojeneckém véku.



