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In what some see as a sign of the economic downturn’s impact
on the city’s poorest, more families entered the homeless
shelter system in September than in any other month since
data has been collected.

Some 1,446 families entered shelter in September, city
officials said. That was the highest number in one month since
the city began keeping track 25 years ago. In each of the past
three months, the city has seen record numbers of families
admitted to shelter.

With the increase, roughly 9,300 families are now in shelter,
or more than 28,000 people. In 2003, when the previous
record was set, the average daily census of families in shelter
was 9,200.

The trend was pieced together by the Coalition for the Homeless, an advocacy group that has
often been at odds with the Bloomberg administration, by looking at monthly reports that the
city distributes to community groups and certain elected officials. The coalition attributed the
increase to a combination of the weakening economy and city and state budget cuts to
homelessness-prevention programs, which help tenants pay rent that is in arrears and hire
lawyers for Housing Court.

“This data should sound an alarm,” said Patrick Markee, a senior policy analyst with the
coalition. “Clearly, as the recession gets worse, homeless families will need more help, not
less. These numbers should give policy makers pause as they consider further cuts to
homeless prevention.”

The Department of Homeless Services said that the monthly number of applicants had been
increasing since May and that monthly totals were much higher than for the same months last
year. In September 2007, for example, 1,185 families entered shelter.

Still, a department spokeswoman said she could not definitely say that the increase was
related to the economy. Families still report domestic violence as the No. 1 reason for
entering the shelter system. The No. 2 reason is eviction, and No. 3 is overcrowding.

Robert Hess, the commissioner of the Department of Homeless Services, said that whatever
the demand, the city was handling it smoothly, with no one being forced to sleep on benches
overnight as they had during previous administrations. He called the situation a testament to
extensive efforts to rework the system under Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg.

“No matter what the numbers are at the front door,” Mr. Hess said, the city “will continue to
effectively and humanely provide services to the city’s most vulnerable individuals. The fact
that our system is withstanding the test of recent high demand is evidence that we have
successfully transformed the families system and put a solid infrastructure in place.”



Nekteti maji pocit, Ze hospodarsky utlum ma nejvetsi dopad na nejchudsi ¢asti mésta, zvlaste
proto, Ze v zafi spoustu rodin vstoupilo do chranéného pfistfesi pro bezdomovce a téchto lidi
bylo vice nez v jakémkoliv jiném mésici predtim.

V zéti vstoupilo do piisttesi 1 446 rodin, fekl méstsky utrednik. Toto Cislo je nejvétsi za jeden
meésic za celych 25 let, kdy mésto tyto tidaje zacalo sledovat. Za posledni tfi mésice mesto
zaznamenalo rekordni pocet rodin, které vstoupily do utulku.

S nartstem zhruba o 9300 rodin, je nyni v utulku vice nez 28.000 lidi. V roce 2003, kdy padl
predchozi rekord byl primérny pocet rodin v ttulku 9200.

Trend byl sestaven Koalici pro bezdomovce - advokatni skupinou, ktera byla vzdycky v
rozepii s Bloombergovym fizenim - sledovanim mési¢nich vystupll (zprav), které meésto
poskytuje komunitnim skupindm a zvolenym ufedniklim. Koalice tento velky narGst pfipsala
oslabeni ekonomiky v kombinaci se sniZenim rozpo€tu na preventivni programy pro
bezdomovce, které pomahaji ndjemnikiim s problémy platit najem.

"Tyto udaje by nas mély varovat," fekl Patrick Markee, analytik Koalice. "Je ziejmé, Ze
pokud se situace zhorsi, rodiny bez domova budou pottebovat spiSe vice pomoci, nez méné.
Tato ¢isla by méla dat znameni politikim, ktefi by radi prosadili dal§i Skrty na prevenci
bezdomovectvi.

Oddéleni sluzeb pro bezdomovce uvedlo, Ze mesi¢ni pocet zadatel se od kvétna zvysil, a ze
mésicni soucty byly mnohem vyssi neZ u stejného mésice minulého roku. V zati 2007 se
naptiklad do tulku ptestéhovalo 1 185 rodin, coZ je nizsi ¢islo proti roku 2008.

Presto mluv¢i oddé€leni fekla, Ze nemlze rozhodné tvrdit, ze narGst byl v souvislosti s
ekonomikou. Podle tdaji je hlavnim diivodem pro vstup rodiny do tulku stale domaci nasili.
Jako druhy diivod se uvadi vyhozeni z bytu a jako tfeti pteplnénost.

Robert Hess, komisat z odd€leni sluzby pro bezdomovce tekl, ze bez ohledu na poptavku,
mésto zajiStovalo to, aby nikdo nebyl nucen spét pfes noc na lavickach, tak jako tomu bylo
béhem pilisobeni (mandatu) ptfedchozich administrativ. Jak sdm ftika je nynéjsi situace
dokladem o zna¢ném Usili ( spravy mésta) opravit systém a to pod vedenim majora Michaela
Bloomberga.

Bez ohledu na to, jaka ¢isla nam vychazi, fekl pan Hess - mésto bude 1 nadale uc¢inné a
huméanné poskytovat sluzby nejzranitelngjSich osobam. Skutecnost, Ze nds systém odolava
testu vysoké poptavky je dikazem, ze jsme uspesné preménily rodinny systém a polozili na
své misto pevny soubor odvétvi zajiStujici ekonomické a socialni systémové funkce
(infrastruktura).



