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We have not forgotten about the nurseries

"The doll called Papule (little big mouth in Czech) is my favorite of all toys here." says the
four year old Pasuna, whose hair is pitch black, while clutching a blond doll in her arms.
About fifty other three- to five-year-olds are sat around colorful round tables. We are in a
brand new nursery in the city of Trincomalee on the eastern coast of Sri Lanka.

The construction of the new nursery was finished at the end of December by People in Need,
which is building six and reconstructing two other nurseries in the region. All of the original
nurseries were swept by tsunami. "Immediately after our arrival to Sri Lanka, we started
focusing on education facilities just like most of the other organizations that came to help. Yet
we realized that nurseries got completely forgotten, so we started a reconstruction project
right away in February." says Honza Mrkvicka, the head of the mission. Apart from nurseries,
People in Need has repaired five schools, is in the process of extending four others and it is
also building a new school for 600 pupils. The first assistance to Sri Lanka had been financed
from the (Club of) Friends of People in Need funds. Thanks to the Friends' funds People in
Need staff arrived to the places that had been hit the worst right after the destructive wave
subsided. The subsequent term projects are then being funded from the public collection SOS
Sri Lanka.

Fishermen in debt

Apart from Pasuna, 59 other children use the Jamalya nursery. The nursery belongs to the
local fishermen’s collective that originally built the nursery from their membership fees three
years ago. The tsunami damaged the school beyond repair. "We had been teaching the
children under a palm tree hut for over a year," Rifka, one of the local teachers, says "it used
to be very hot and when it rained, we could not teach at all."

Ritka and other teachers will soon take part in training about new teaching methods that
People in Need put together. "We do not want to merely build a building and hand over the
keys, we would like to contribute to improving of the teaching," the head of the mission, Jan
Mrkvicka, explained. The nursery works like before the tsunami. The teachers are not being
paid by People in Need; it is the parents who pay one and a half US dollars per child a month.
"Most of the responsibility must be that of the local people," Mrkvicka added. "Without your
help, we would not have been able to build a new nursery. The coop is still in debts after the
tsunami." said the head of the cooperative Haither Rizmy.



PREKLAD:

Neméli bychom zapominat na jesle

Panenka, ktera se jmenuje Papule (¢esky trochu vétsi pusa)je tady mou
nejoblibenéjsi hrackou, fiké Ctyfletd Pasuna, jejiz vlasy jsou smolné€ Cerné,
zatimco svira blond’atou panenku pazemi. Asi padesat dalSich tfi az
pétiletych je usazeno kolem barevnych stold. Jsme ve zbrusu nové Skolce-
jeslich ve mésté Trincomalee na vychodnim pobftezi Sri Lanky

Stavba novych jesli byla dokoncena na konci prosince (organizaci) Lidé v
Nouzi, ktera buduje Sest a rekonstruuje dvé dalsi jesle v regionu.VSechny
puvodni Skolky byly smeteny tsunami. "Thned po piijezdu do Sri Lanky jsme
zacali prohlizet a zkoumat moznosti, jako vétSina jinych organizaci, které
piisli pomoci. Pfece jsme objevili, Ze na jesle se Upln€ zapomnélo. tak jsme
zadali provadét projekt uz v Gmoru." Rika Honza Mrkvi¢ka, hlava mise. Kromé
jesli, Clovék v nouzi opravili p&t §kol, budou opravovat &tyfti dalsi a také
budovat novou skolu pro 600 zakt. Prvni zdsah ve Sri Lance byl financovan
klubem Fondu Clovéka v nouzi. Diky jim pfijeli pracovnici na mista, ktera
byla zasazena nejhtf, jakmile ni¢iva vina opadla. Pozd&jsi projekty byly
financovany z veiejnych sbirek SOS Sri Lanky.

Zadluzeni namornici

Zvlast od Pasuny, 59 jinych déti uziva jesle Jamalya. Jesle patii mistnim
namotnickému kolektivu, kteti originalné postavili jesle diky jejich

Clenskym piispévkim pied 3mi lety. Tsunami znicilo Skolu navzdory opravam.
"U¢ili jsme déti v chatrci z palmovych list vice nez rok. " Rifka, jeden z
mistnich ucitelt, fika: "Kdyz byvalo velmi horko, a kdyz prselo, nemohli

jsme ucit vibec."



